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 PIERCE COUNTY FIRE CHIEFS ASSOCIATION       
 

 

             Business Meeting Minutes 
                     September 2, 2021 

 
1. Call to Order 

President Jim Sharp called the Pierce County Fire Chiefs Association meeting to order at 
9:00 a.m. remotely via Zoom.  According to the Zoom attendee list, there were a total of 31 
people in attendance.  President Sharp welcomed everyone and thanked them for 
attending.  

 
2. Approval of Minutes 

It was moved by Chief Gibson and seconded by Chief Medford to approve the June 3, 2021 
meeting minutes as presented.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 
3. Treasurer’s Report – Denise Menge  

See Treasurer’s Report on the backside of the Agenda.  Chief Gibson moved and Chief   
Moore seconded to approve the Treasurer’s Report as presented.  MOTION CARRIED.  

 
4. Correspondence 

Nothing at this time.    
 

5. Guest Speaker –  PC Assessor Treasurer Mike Lonergan and Kim Alflen 
Vice President Gibson introduced PC Assessor Treasurer Lonergan and Levy Specialist 
Kim and her assistant Sandy Jacome to give an update.  See attachments that were screen 
shared.  Very different year, March 2020 doors closed to public and re-opened this March 
of this year with limited services – most of staff 75 people work from home.  Working on 
ongoing telecommuting with employee’s so will have a hybrid work schedule.  Re-elected 
last November for 3rd 4-year term.  Replacing property tax software, it is about 20 years old 
now.  Developing RFP now with goal to have in place 2 years from now.  101% of previous 
year amount with exception of new construction and improvements added to value.  Last 
week just finished inspecting new construction.  Surprised by amount of construction activity 
in the county.  Adding 2.6 billion dollars of new construction this year.  2.2 billion added the 
previous year.  Part of it is increasing values of properties.  4 times as much as it was 8 
years ago.  A lot of single family homes, apartments and commercial properties.  Starting 
to have concern that fire service can’t meet needs without levy lid lift from time to time.  
Properties seeing taxes increasing by like amount and can be a considerable increase – 
something to look at and consider when going for a lid lift.  Public feels their taxes are going 
up and up.  Part of revaluation report is the commercial assessed value.  Different from 
residential – shows aggregate of total commercial.  10.4% increase in Fife, WPFR 9.3% 
increase and CPFR going up 8%, EPFR 8.8% increase in commercial value.  Not new 
construction, value of existing commercial properties in your area.  A little early for Kim to 
provide the numbers that you really want, but those will be coming out soon. New formula 
for low income senior citizens and disabled persons’ exemptions.  About 12,000 granted in 
Pierce County – 61 or older and/or disabled.  Maximum household income had been 
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$40,000 and is now $45,700.  Legislature is looking at homeowner’s exemption – first $50 
or $100,000 of primary residence tax not paid of property value.  Shifts taxes to higher value 
residential properties and to commercial.  Giving tax break to most of voters.  Just to be 
aware of to watch, etc.  Turned over to Kim Alflen, Levy Specialist.  Appraisers just finished 
new construction and values haven’t come over yet to calculate the Levy’s.  Will be working 
on worksheets and sending out by the 14th.  Will send hard copy in the mail and then also 
pdf so can send them electronically.  Asks that one person from agency request electronic 
and also that you wait until the 16th to request.  Preliminaries includes last years’ state 
assessed values as don’t typically receive until October/November.  Sent assuming IPD is 
more than 1% this year.  Change to BEA produces the indexing reports.  A few legislative 
changes – substitute HB 1309 – a little conflict, December 15th date is in reference to County 
Council certifying and getting to Assessor Treasurer.  Can either mail or pdf and email 
preliminary to Kim.  Other Legislation – HB 1189 – local tax increment finance – calling it 
LTIF – finance tool for public improvements.  In PC don’t have any one of those, however, 
this one is a little different that involves some pro-rationing.  Go to Department of Revenue 
website, they published a special notice on August 9th.  Still some unanswered questions.  
Send to Chief Gibson a guide on Fire Benefit Charge in accordance with their office.  If any 
questions, please ask legal counsel.  Administration and collection required between the 
District and Assessor’s Office before benefit can be imposed.  See attached.  President 
Sharp thanked them for being here.  
 

6. Unfinished Business 
Nothing at this time. 
 

7. New Business 
County-wide Fireworks Ban Workgroup – President Sharp 
President Sharp discussed at E-Board meeting a couple months ago on whether or not the 
Association should move forward with or not.  Trend does not seem to be changing on 
summers being warmer and dryer with higher risk.  Open to floor for discussion.  Chief 
Olson stated this summer was pretty remarkable due to weather present before July 4th.  
An emergency basis passed with majority but required a larger amount of super majority 
had to have 5-2 to pass.  Some of obstructions that kept County Council to put a fireworks 
ban in place.  Major concern – not reasonable place for us to land, next time it may not.  For 
CPFR it is very hard to ban fireworks.  Suggest look at limiting due to now its broad and 
open.  Cautious with banning as people take as sense of liberty removed.  Propose if 
discuss to look at not a full ban but a limited approach to focus resources on.  Chief McCurdy 
concurred with Chief Olson.  Have done some work at banning in Lakewood – a lot of push 
back from Law Enforcement, too hard to enforce.  Agree with shortening time frame, etc.  
President Sharp stated agrees and may be more of a local issue.  Would be good to discuss 
with Law Enforcement as well.  Discussion followed. Chief Sharp will reach out to LE and 
have a conversation with them and get their thoughts and concerns. 
 
Vaccinations – President Sharp 
President Sharp stated this was also discussed at E-Board.  Should there be a statement 
come out from the Association on this issue.  Wanted to bring to the membership to discuss.  
His personal thoughts are that the train has left the station and not going to change it.  
Frustrating the way it came down and the timelines are so short, etc. Chief Dale commented 
that mostly agree what saying.  Letter from this organization – position as chief officers is 
more to try to bring some calm to the chaos and stability to the somewhat divided workforce.  
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Address the ridiculous timelines mandate put on us to implement and that we weren’t 
included in the process.  Mentioning those things would support a letter in that way.  Chief 
Sharp stated Chief Olson had wrote a letter to Governor Inslee directly and has expressed 
his concerns on behalf of CPFR.  Chief Moore stated a collaborative letter would be in 
support of.  Chief MacFarlane stated part of DSHS and Governor is unwavering in his 
decision – no interest in extending or granting exemptions other than medical or religious, 
etc.  Chief Sharp commented that he understands and agrees.  He will draft a letter and get 
something sent off. 
 
Chief Wassall asked as Chief making decisions whether or not exemptions go forward or 
not?  Resource on legitimate request, etc.  Chief Sharp stated someone received an opinion 
from Summit Law Group with a good explanation. Such a vague and gray area for religious 
exemption.  Discussion followed.  Chief Olson changed process and have attorney review 
with and gave direction of – more concerned of civil rights act of 1964 and constitution.  Stay 
away from and meet Governor’s mandate.  Chief Sharp stated risk for not accepting a 
reasonable request is higher than accept one that is later challenged.  There’s no vetting 
process, it’s up to the local jurisdiction.  Chief Doan suggested focusing on that in the letter 
as well for this to be put on us to determine with little to no direction, etc.  What’s a 
reasonable accommodation?  PPE sufficient?  Chief Wernet stated doing as well.  Any 
discussions on PPE, testing, not allowed to treat patients?  Discussion followed. Take 
approach of don’t overcomplicate a complicated situation.  Meet the intent of the law and 
keep your employee’s and citizens safe as best as you can. 
 

DIVISION REPORTS - Detailed: 
 
8. EMS – Brad Dyson 

Not present. 
 

9 A. Metro Training – Woody Juarez 
Not present. 

  
9 B. Training – TEW Training/Exercise – Tom Mason / Gary McVay 

McVay reported meeting next Thursday, 2021 allocations for training and exercises about 
$55,000 each.  Overall reduction in funding receiving.  Difficult to fund over the last year 
and half due to limitations.  Chose to continue meetings to maintain multi-jurisdiction, etc.  
September 28th CCTA exercise Pierce County is putting on.  Great involvement also 
supporting Puyallup Chill Out Exercise in October.   

 
9 C. Training – TEW Equipment –     

Not present.     
 
10. Fire and Life Safety – Eric Waters 

Not present. 
 
11. Logistics – Steve Richards 

Not present. 
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12. Operations –   
Not present. 

 
13. Volunteer Services – Eric Skogen  

Not present.  
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS - Detailed: 
 
14. UASI Committee – Todd Magliocca    

Not present. 
 
15. Emergency Management Committee – Zane Gibson / Dustin Morrow 

Chief Gibson reported he and Dustin meeting with Zone coordinators in the next month or 
so. 
 

16. Radio Users Group Committee – Zane Gibson / Alex Wilsie / Dustin Morrow 
Chief Gibson reported they have not met. 
 

17. Banquet/Awards Committee – Steve Richards 
Not present. 
  

18. Nominations Committee – Gibson / Bjurstrom / Parkinson  
Nothing. 
 

19. Audit Committee -  DORMANT - Fiacchi / Morrow 
 

20. CISM Committee – DORMANT –   
 
21. Technology Committee – Dustin Morrow 

Nothing to report. 
 
22. Good of the Order 

President Sharp reported we had sent a letter supporting the E911 Office and funds to 
SS911.  Chair Hunter and Debbie Grady received a letter back stating the E911 office and 
funds will be transitioned to SS911 in the next biennium budget.   This has been a long time 
coming, details still to be seen. 
 

23. Adjournment 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 10:16 a.m. 

 
Submitted by: 
 
Denise Menge 
Recording Secretary  
 
 
2021 Meeting Schedule: 
Jan 7, 2021 – General – Remotely via Zoom 
Feb 4, 2021 – Business – Remotely via Zoom 
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Mar 4, 2021 – General – Remotely via Zoom 
Apr 1, 2021 – Business – Remotely via Zoom 
May 6, 2021 – General – Remotely via Zoom 
Jun 3, 2021 – Business – Remotely via Zoom 
Jul 1, 2021 – NO MEETING 
Aug 5, 2021 – NO MEETING 
Aug ?, 2021 – Joint Meeting with Police Chiefs - TBD 
Sep 2, 2021 – Business – Remotely via Zoom 
Oct 7, 2021 – General – Remotely via Zoom 
Nov 4, 2021 – Business – Remotely via Zoom 
Dec 2, 2021 – NO MEETING – ANNUAL BANQUET 
 
 



FIRE BENEFIT CHARGE (FBC) ASSESSMENTS 
RCW 52.18 

Because of recent interest in the Fire Benefit Charge, we are providing this brief summary to districts who 
may consider submitting Fire Benefit assessment rolls and governing documents to the Assessor‐Treasurer. 
Questions pertaining to ballot measure procedures, public hearings, imposing assessments on exempted 
property, notifications to taxpayers or other matters of the like should be referred to the district’s legal 
counsel. 

Contract 

 A contract for administration and collection is required between the Fire District and the Assessor‐
Treasurer before the imposition of the benefit charge. RCW 52.18.040  

 The Assessor‐Treasurer shall deduct a percent, as provided by contract to reimburse the county for 
expenses incurred by the county assessor and county treasurer in the administration of the resolution. 
RCW 52.18.040 

o Currently the percentage is 1% of the sum of the benefit charges. 

Limitations  

 The aggregate amount of charges cannot exceed sixty (60%) percent of the operating budget of the 
district for the year the charge is to be collected. RCW 52.18.010 (5) 

 A fire protection district imposing a benefit charge shall not impose all or part of the property tax 
authorized under RCW 52.16.160 

o This reduces the rate used for the actual limit calculation from $1.50 to $1.00 per 1,000 of 
assessed value. 

 RCW 84.55.092 protects future levy capacity of a district imposing a benefit charge. 
o This allows the district’s highest lawful levy limit calculation to continue to grow even though 

the district’s actual amount it could collect was reduced due to RCW 52.16.160.  

Due Dates 

 November 30th – all resolutions, together with the record of each public hearing, imposing, or changing 
benefit charges shall be filed with the County. RCW 52.18.060 
*Include the total amount of the operating budget for the benefit collection year so the 60% limitation 
may be calculated. 

 December 31st – The Assessor‐Treasurer requests final assessment rolls to be delivered to 
PCATRTECH@piercecountywa.gov 

o If data for your assessment roll was captured earlier in the year, please ensure parcel numbers 
on the assessment roll are still valid. Segregation work is frozen about mid‐December. 

Electronic Assessment Roll Format 

 The Pierce County Assessor‐Treasurer requests electronic assessment rolls to be delivered as a pipe 
delimited text file with a detail line for each parcel (D|PARCEL_NUMBER|AMOUNT|), and a summary line at 

the end (S|COUNT|SUM|). 
Example 
D|9009640240|231.3| 
D|9009640250|272.11| 
D|9009640260|234.88| 
D|9009640270|277.2| 
S|3022|881855.77| 
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